
[image: image1.jpg]SOUTHWEST
ﬁEGIONAL
Medical Center





March 29, 2011




            

Contact Joy Eggleston
For Immediate Release





           (724) 627-2656

Southwest Regional Medical Center Announces the 
Opening of SRMC Wound Care and Hyperbaric Center 
Open House Planned 
Southwest Regional Medical Center announced today the opening of its new SRMC Wound Care and Hyperbaric Center located at 220 Greene Plaza Waynesburg, PA.  This innovative program specializes in the treatment of chronic and non-healing wounds, a growing problem spurred by the aging of America and the rising rates of diabetes.  The advanced Center houses 2 new hyperbaric chambers.
Through a partnership with Diversified Clinical Services (DCS), Southwest Regional Medical Center is able to offer a new and comprehensive center offering specialized wound care and hyperbaric medicine. DCS is the world’s largest wound care management company with over 300 hospital partners delivering excellent evidence-based care to patients with chronic wounds. DCS has been the leader in wound care for over 20 years, offering the most advanced modalities such as adjunctive hyperbaric oxygen therapy (HBOT). Of special importance to our hospital, DCS Centers traditionally achieve excellent clinical outcomes, including high limb salvage rates, an 88% healing rate within 31 median days-to-heal, and extremely high patient satisfaction.
Non-healing wounds of the diabetic foot are considered one of the most significant complications of diabetes, representing a major worldwide medical, social, and economic burden that greatly affects patient quality of life. Almost 24 million Americans—one in every 12—are diabetic and the disease is causing widespread disability and death at an epidemic pace, according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.  Of those with diabetes, 6.5 million are estimated to suffer with chronic or non-healing wounds. Associated with inadequate circulation, poorly functioning veins, and immobility, non-healing wounds occur most frequently in the elderly and in people with diabetes—populations that are sharply rising as the nation ages and chronic diseases increase.

Although diabetes can ravage the body in many ways, non-healing ulcers on the feet and lower legs are common outward manifestations of the disease. Also, diabetics often suffer from nerve damage in their feet and legs, allowing small wounds or irritations to develop without awareness. Given the abnormalities of the microvasculature and other side effects of diabetes, these wounds take a long time to heal and require a specialized treatment approach for proper healing.

As many as 25% of diabetic patients will eventually develop foot ulcers, and recurrence of these ulcers with a five year period is 70%. If not aggressively treated, these wounds can lead to amputations. It is estimated that every 30 seconds a lower limb is amputated somewhere in the world because of a diabetic wound. Amputation often triggers a downward spiral of declining quality of life, frequently leading to disability and death. In fact, only about one third of diabetic amputees will live more than five years, a survival rate equivalent to that of many cancers. With the use of systematic HBOT therapy, 94% of patients maintain an intact limb 55 months after therapy.

Many of these lower extremity amputations can be prevented through an interdisciplinary approach to treatment involving a variety of therapies and techniques, including debridement, dressing selection, special shoes, and patient education.  When wounds persist, a specialized and holistic approach is required for healing. Systemic HBOT therapy has been used to assist wound healing for more than 40 years. HBOT therapy involves the systemic delivery of oxygen through pressurized chambers. Best known as an antidote for the “bends,” or decompression illness, HBOT therapy is also a proven method to advance healing.

“Our program is completely devoted to this interdisciplinary approach to healing problem wounds, and to helping our patients reclaim their quality of life,” said Sherry Chappell, RN and Director of the SRMC Wound Care and Hyperbaric Center.  “While the majority of the patients who are treated at the program do not require HBOT, those who do receive the treatment will likely experience faster healing rates."
The SRMC Wound Care and Hyperbaric Center is an outpatient, hospital-based program that works in conjunction with the patient’s primary care physician. Open Monday through Friday, the program operates by appointment and requires a referral from the primary care physician.  

Several physicians will oversee the program including Darlene Saheta, DPM and Ferdinand Martinez, MD, FACS. The physician will coordinate an individualized plan of care for each patient, working in partnership with the referring physician.  “We are excited to provide this much-needed addition for our community.  Our entire specialized team of physicians and nurses is trained to provide comprehensive treatment and care,” said Dr. Saheta.
For more information about the Center, its treatments, HBOT, or to obtain a referral to schedule an appointment, please call 724-627-1600 or visit during their open house celebration on April 8 from noon-2:00 pm.  The SRMC Center for Recovery and Wellness Open House will be held a few doors down during the same time period. Lunch will be served. 
PHOTO ATTACHMENT: The SRMC Wound Care and Hyperbaric Center boasts 2 hyperbaric oxygen chambers to promote faster healing for patients with non-healing wounds. 
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